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out in the Senate at the behest of a 
former insurance executive—good old 
Senate—so it didn’t get into the final 
version of ACA. They took out a lot of 
other good things, too. The House bill 
was way preferable with national ex-
changes, not-for-profit, et cetera. But, 
in any case, it was stripped out. 

So the House held another vote after 
the passage of the Affordable Care Act 
in 2010. Tom Perriello, then-Represent-
ative for Virginia, offered my bill on 
the floor and it passed by 406–19. 

What kind of bills pass 406–19? 
And then my colead on the bill, Rep-

resentative GOSAR, introduced the bill 
in 2017, and it passed 416–7 in the most 
bitterly partisan atmosphere in Con-
gress since post-Civil War—416–7. 

It is time to get this done. 
Finally, we are seeing some action in 

the Senate. Senator LEAHY has intro-
duced a bill, ranking member of the 
Committee on the Judiciary, and Sen-
ator DAINES. So there are three Demo-
crats, three Republicans on the bill. 
Hopefully, the Senate will see the wis-
dom in helping Americans afford 
health insurance, lowering their 
deductibles, lowering their copays, 
lowering their exclusions on prescrip-
tion drugs. 

Mr. Speaker, even under Medicare 
part D, they are always jacking people 
around: Oh, sorry, you can’t have that 
medication anymore. We just took it 
off the list last week. 

They can do it any time they want. 
And they can talk to the other insur-
ers, and say: Hey, we are taking that 
drug off our list. Will you take it off 
your list, because we don’t want people 
to switch to your plan. 

That is all legal now. 
Mr. Speaker, after this bill passes, it 

will no longer be legal. This will be a 
tremendous service to the American 
people at any time in history, but par-
ticularly now in times of COVID and 
crisis. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this legislation. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG. Mr. Speaker, this 
is a good bill. I urge my colleagues to 
support it, and I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Ms. SCANLON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Healthy competition in health insur-
ance markets is one of the most crit-
ical elements for ensuring that Ameri-
cans have access to high-quality, af-
fordable healthcare. When insurance 
companies are forced to compete, the 
American people win. 

Unfortunately, too many families are 
still paying higher premiums and out- 
of-pocket costs, in part, because of 
anticompetitive practices that health 
insurance giants are allowed to engage 
in under existing law. 

What is more, there is a statutory 
loophole for this conduct that allows 
insurers to engage in egregious actions 
like price-fixing, bid-rigging, and mar-
ket allocation with total impunity so 
long as they are engaged in the busi-
ness of insurance and it is regulated by 
a State. 

There should be no safe harbor what-
soever for this conduct which allows 
insurers to increase the cost of health 
insurance and impose additional bur-
dens on families across our Nation 
when they are already struggling to 
make ends meet. 

Health insurance companies should 
be subject to antitrust liability to the 
extent that they collude or otherwise 
engage in anticompetitive behavior. 
H.R. 1418 would achieve this result. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Chairman 
DEFAZIO for his leadership on this bill, 
and I urge my colleagues to vote in 
favor of this legislation that is long 
overdue. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Pennsylvania 
(Ms. SCANLON) that the House suspend 
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1418, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

SAVANNA’S ACT 

Ms. SCANLON. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(S. 227) to direct the Attorney General 
to review, revise, and develop law en-
forcement and justice protocols appro-
priate to address missing and murdered 
Indians, and for other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

S. 227 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as ‘‘Savanna’s Act’’. 
SEC. 2. PURPOSES. 

The purposes of this Act are— 
(1) to clarify the responsibilities of Fed-

eral, State, Tribal, and local law enforce-
ment agencies with respect to responding to 
cases of missing or murdered Indians; 

(2) to increase coordination and commu-
nication among Federal, State, Tribal, and 
local law enforcement agencies, including 
medical examiner and coroner offices; 

(3) to empower Tribal governments with 
the resources and information necessary to 
effectively respond to cases of missing or 
murdered Indians; and 

(4) to increase the collection of data re-
lated to missing or murdered Indian men, 
women, and children, regardless of where 
they reside, and the sharing of information 
among Federal, State, and Tribal officials 
responsible for responding to and inves-
tigating cases of missing or murdered Indi-
ans. 
SEC. 3. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act: 
(1) CONFER.—The term ‘‘confer’’ has the 

meaning given the term in section 514 of the 
Indian Health Care Improvement Act (25 
U.S.C. 1660d). 

(2) DATABASES.—The term ‘‘databases’’ 
means— 

(A) the National Crime Information Center 
database; 

(B) the Combined DNA Index System; 
(C) the Next Generation Identification Sys-

tem; and 
(D) any other database relevant to re-

sponding to cases of missing or murdered In-
dians, including that under the Violent 
Criminal Apprehension Program and the Na-
tional Missing and Unidentified Persons Sys-
tem. 

(3) INDIAN.—The term ‘‘Indian’’ means a 
member of an Indian Tribe. 

(4) INDIAN COUNTRY.—The term ‘‘Indian 
country’’ has the meaning given the term in 
section 1151 of title 18, United States Code. 

(5) INDIAN LAND.—The term ‘‘Indian land’’ 
means Indian lands, as defined in section 3 of 
the Native American Business Development, 
Trade Promotion, and Tourism Act of 2000 
(25 U.S.C. 4302). 

(6) INDIAN TRIBE.—The term ‘‘Indian Tribe’’ 
has the meaning given the term ‘‘Indian 
tribe’’ in section 4 of the Indian Self-Deter-
mination and Education Assistance Act (25 
U.S.C. 5304). 

(7) LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY.—The term 
‘‘law enforcement agency’’ means a Tribal, 
Federal, State, or local law enforcement 
agency. 

SEC. 4. IMPROVING TRIBAL ACCESS TO DATA-
BASES. 

(a) TRIBAL ENROLLMENT INFORMATION.—The 
Attorney General shall provide training to 
law enforcement agencies regarding how to 
record the Tribal enrollment information or 
affiliation, as appropriate, of a victim in 
Federal databases. 

(b) CONSULTATION.— 
(1) CONSULTATION.—Not later than 180 days 

after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Attorney General, in cooperation with the 
Secretary of the Interior, shall complete a 
formal consultation with Indian Tribes on 
how to further improve Tribal data relevance 
and access to databases. 

(2) INITIAL CONFER.—Not later than 180 days 
after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Attorney General, in coordination with the 
Secretary of the Interior, shall confer with 
Tribal organizations and urban Indian orga-
nizations on how to further improve Amer-
ican Indian and Alaska Native data rel-
evance and access to databases. 

(3) ANNUAL CONSULTATION.—Section 903(b) 
of the Violence Against Women and Depart-
ment of Justice Reauthorization Act of 2005 
(34 U.S.C. 20126) is amended— 

(A) by striking paragraph (2) and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(2) enhancing the safety of Indian women 
from domestic violence, dating violence, sex-
ual assault, homicide, stalking, and sex traf-
ficking;’’; 

(B) in paragraph (3), by striking the period 
at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 

(C) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(4) improving access to local, regional, 

State, and Federal crime information data-
bases and criminal justice information sys-
tems.’’. 

(c) NOTIFICATION.—Not later than 180 days 
after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Attorney General shall— 

(1) develop and implement a dissemination 
strategy to educate the public of the Na-
tional Missing and Unidentified Persons Sys-
tem; and 

(2) conduct specific outreach to Indian 
Tribes, Tribal organizations, and urban In-
dian organizations regarding the ability to 
publicly enter information, through the Na-
tional Missing and Unidentified Persons Sys-
tem or other non-law enforcement sensitive 
portal, regarding missing persons, which 
may include family members and other 
known acquaintances. 
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SEC. 5. GUIDELINES FOR RESPONDING TO CASES 

OF MISSING OR MURDERED INDI-
ANS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 60 days 
after the date on which the consultation de-
scribed in section 4(b)(1) is completed, the 
Attorney General shall direct United States 
attorneys to develop regionally appropriate 
guidelines to respond to cases of missing or 
murdered Indians that shall include— 

(1) guidelines on inter-jurisdictional co-
operation among law enforcement agencies 
at the Tribal, Federal, State, and local lev-
els, including inter-jurisdictional enforce-
ment of protection orders and detailing spe-
cific responsibilities of each law enforcement 
agency; 

(2) best practices in conducting searches 
for missing persons on and off Indian land; 

(3) standards on the collection, reporting, 
and analysis of data and information on 
missing persons and unidentified human re-
mains, and information on culturally appro-
priate identification and handling of human 
remains identified as Indian, including guid-
ance stating that all appropriate informa-
tion related to missing or murdered Indians 
be entered in a timely manner into applica-
ble databases; 

(4) guidance on which law enforcement 
agency is responsible for inputting informa-
tion into appropriate databases under para-
graph (3) if the Tribal law enforcement agen-
cy does not have access to those appropriate 
databases; 

(5) guidelines on improving law enforce-
ment agency response rates and follow-up re-
sponses to cases of missing or murdered Indi-
ans; and 

(6) guidelines on ensuring access to cul-
turally appropriate victim services for vic-
tims and their families. 

(b) CONSULTATION.—United States attor-
neys shall develop the guidelines required 
under subsection (a) in consultation with In-
dian Tribes and other relevant partners, in-
cluding— 

(1) the Department of Justice; 
(2) the Federal Bureau of Investigation; 
(3) the Department of the Interior; 
(4) the Bureau of Indian Affairs; 
(5) Tribal, State, and local law enforce-

ment agencies; 
(6) medical examiners; 
(7) coroners; 
(8) Tribal, State, and local organizations 

that provide victim services; and 
(9) national, regional, or urban Indian or-

ganizations with relevant expertise. 
(c) COMPLIANCE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after 

the date of enactment of this Act, the United 
States attorneys shall implement, by incor-
porating into office policies and procedures, 
the guidelines developed under subsection 
(a). 

(2) MODIFICATION.—Each Federal law en-
forcement agency shall modify the guide-
lines, policies, and protocols of the agency to 
incorporate the guidelines developed under 
subsection (a). 

(3) DETERMINATION.—Not later than the end 
of each fiscal year beginning after the date 
the guidelines are established under this sec-
tion and incorporated under this subsection, 
upon the request of a Tribal, State, or local 
law enforcement agency, the Attorney Gen-
eral shall determine whether the Tribal, 
State, or local law enforcement agency seek-
ing recognition of compliance has incor-
porated guidelines into their respective 
guidelines, policies, and protocols. 

(d) ACCOUNTABILITY.—Not later than 30 
days after compliance determinations are 
made each fiscal year in accordance with 
subsection (c)(3), the Attorney General 
shall— 

(1) disclose and publish, including on the 
website of the Department of Justice, the 

name of each Tribal, State, or local law en-
forcement agency that the Attorney General 
has determined has incorporated guidelines 
in accordance with subsection (c)(3); 

(2) disclose and publish, including on the 
website of the Department of Justice, the 
name of each Tribal, State, or local law en-
forcement agency that has requested a deter-
mination in accordance with subsection 
(c)(3) that is pending; 

(3) collect the guidelines into a resource of 
examples and best practices that can be used 
by other law enforcement agencies seeking 
to create and implement such guidelines. 

(e) TRAINING AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.— 
The Attorney General shall use the National 
Indian Country Training Initiative to pro-
vide training and technical assistance to In-
dian Tribes and law enforcement agencies 
on— 

(1) implementing the guidelines developed 
under subsection (a) or developing and im-
plementing locally specific guidelines or pro-
tocols for responding to cases of missing or 
murdered Indians; and 

(2) using the National Missing and Uniden-
tified Persons System and accessing program 
services that will assist Indian Tribes with 
responding to cases of missing or murdered 
Indians. 

(f) GUIDELINES FROM INDIAN TRIBES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Indian Tribes may submit 

their own guidelines to respond to cases of 
missing or murdered Indians to the Attorney 
General. 

(2) PUBLICATION.—Upon receipt of any 
guidelines from an Indian Tribe, the Attor-
ney General shall publish the guidelines on 
the website of the Department of Justice in 
1 centralized location to make the guidelines 
available as a resource to any Federal agen-
cy, State, or Tribal government. 
SEC. 6. ANNUAL REPORTING REQUIREMENTS. 

(a) ANNUAL REPORTING.—Beginning in the 
first fiscal year after the date of enactment 
of this Act, the Attorney General shall in-
clude in its annual Indian Country Investiga-
tions and Prosecutions report to Congress in-
formation that— 

(1) includes known statistics on missing In-
dians in the United States, available to the 
Department of Justice, including— 

(A) age; 
(B) gender; 
(C) Tribal enrollment information or affili-

ation, if available; 
(D) the current number of open cases per 

State; 
(E) the total number of closed cases per 

State each calendar year, from the most re-
cent 10 calendar years; and 

(F) other relevant information the Attor-
ney General determines is appropriate; 

(2) includes known statistics on murdered 
Indians in the United States, available to the 
Department of Justice, including— 

(A) age; 
(B) gender; 
(C) Tribal enrollment information or affili-

ation, if available; 
(D) the current number of open cases per 

State; 
(E) the total number of closed cases per 

State each calendar year, from the most re-
cent 10 calendar years; and 

(F) other relevant information the Attor-
ney General determines is appropriate; 

(3) maintains victim privacy to the great-
est extent possible by excluding information 
that can be used on its own or with other in-
formation to identify, contact, or locate a 
single person, or to identify an individual in 
context; and 

(4) includes— 
(A) an explanation of why the statistics de-

scribed in paragraph (1) may not be com-
prehensive; and 

(B) recommendations on how data collec-
tion on missing or murdered Indians may be 
improved. 

(b) COMPLIANCE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Beginning in the first fis-

cal year after the date of enactment of this 
Act, and annually thereafter, for the purpose 
of compiling accurate data for the annual re-
port required under subsection (a), the At-
torney General shall request all Tribal, 
State, and local law enforcement agencies to 
submit to the Department of Justice, to the 
fullest extent possible, all relevant informa-
tion pertaining to missing or murdered Indi-
ans collected by the Tribal, State, and local 
law enforcement agency, and in a format 
provided by the Department of Justice that 
ensures the streamlining of data reporting. 

(2) DISCLOSURE.—The Attorney General 
shall disclose and publish annually, includ-
ing on the website of the Department of Jus-
tice, the name of each Tribal, State, or local 
law enforcement agency that the Attorney 
General has determined has submitted the 
information requested under paragraph (1) 
for the fiscal year in which the report was 
published. 

(c) INCLUSION OF GENDER IN MISSING AND 
UNIDENTIFIED PERSONS STATISTICS.—Begin-
ning in the first calendar year after the date 
of enactment of this Act, and annually 
thereafter, the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion shall include gender in its annual statis-
tics on missing and unidentified persons pub-
lished on its public website. 
SEC. 7. IMPLEMENTATION AND INCENTIVE. 

(a) GRANT AUTHORITY.—Section 2101(b) of 
the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets 
Act of 1968 (34 U.S.C. 10461(b)) is amended by 
adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(23) To develop, strengthen, and imple-
ment policies, protocols, and training for law 
enforcement regarding cases of missing or 
murdered Indians, as described in section 5 of 
Savanna’s Act. 

‘‘(24) To compile and annually report data 
to the Attorney General related to missing 
or murdered Indians, as described in section 
6 of Savanna’s Act.’’. 

(b) GRANTS TO INDIAN TRIBAL GOVERN-
MENTS.—Section 2015 of the Omnibus Crime 
Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 (34 
U.S.C. 10452(a)) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (9), by striking ‘‘and’’ at 
the end; 

(2) in paragraph (10), by striking the period 
at the end and inserting a semicolon; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(11) develop, strengthen, and implement 

policies, protocols, and training for law en-
forcement regarding cases of missing or mur-
dered Indians, as described in section 5 of Sa-
vanna’s Act; and 

‘‘(12) compile and annually report data to 
the Attorney General related to missing or 
murdered Indians, as described in section 6 of 
Savanna’s Act.’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
Pennsylvania (Ms. SCANLON) and the 
gentleman from North Dakota (Mr. 
ARMSTRONG) each will control 20 min-
utes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Pennsylvania. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. SCANLON. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on the bill under con-
sideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Pennsylvania? 
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There was no objection. 
Ms. SCANLON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, S. 227, Savanna’s Act, 

responds to the epidemic of missing 
and murdered Native Americans. This 
crisis is appalling and threatens mil-
lions of innocent people living both on 
Tribal lands and beyond. 

This bill is a bipartisan effort intro-
duced by Alaska Senator LISA MUR-
KOWSKI and passed by the Senate by 
unanimous consent last March. 

b 1345 
I want to especially commend the 

leadership of Representative NORMA 
TORRES, who introduced the House 
companion in 2019 and has been a con-
stant champion for Savanna’s Act here 
in the House. 

The available data indicates that vio-
lence against Native Americans is par-
ticularly high. In some Tribal commu-
nities, Native American women experi-
ence murder rates that are more than 
10 times the national average. This is 
unacceptable. 

Savanna’s Act is named in honor of 
Savanna LaFontaine-Greywind, a 
member of the Spirit Lake Tribe, who 
vanished from her apartment in Fargo, 
North Dakota, while 8 months preg-
nant. Eight days after she disappeared, 
her body was found wrapped in plastic 
in the Red River. 

This legislation empowers Tribal 
governments with the resources and in-
formation necessary to respond to 
cases of missing or murdered Native 
Americans like Savanna and to in-
crease the collection of data in such 
cases. It also increases coordination 
and communication among the Fed-
eral, State, and Tribal officials respon-
sible for investing these cases in a vari-
ety of ways. 

This legislation provides best prac-
tices in conducting searches for miss-
ing persons on and off Native American 
land; establishes standards on the col-
lection, reporting, and analysis of data 
and information on missing persons 
and unidentified human remains; and 
will lead to the culturally appropriate 
identification and handling of human 
remains identified as Native Ameri-
cans. 

Savanna’s Act provides guidance on 
which law enforcement agency is re-
sponsible for inputting information 
into databases, guidance on improving 
agency response rates and followup to 
cases of missing and murdered Native 
Americans, and guidance on ensuring 
access to culturally appropriate victim 
services. 

Lastly and most importantly, Savan-
na’s Act adds two new purpose areas to 
two existing grant programs adminis-
tered by the Justice Department, spe-
cifically, allowing grantees to use 
funds to implement policies, protocols, 
and training for law enforcement re-
garding cases of missing or murdered 
Native Americans, and to compile and 
report data to the Attorney General. 

In short, this important legislation 
will help address the alarming cases of 

missing and murdered Native Ameri-
cans in a robust and effective way. I 
strongly urge my colleagues to support 
it. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of S. 
227, Savanna’s Act. 

Savanna’s Act is named after Sa-
vanna LaFontaine-Greywind, a 22-year- 
old member of the Spirit Lake Tribe, 
who was murdered in my district in 
August of 2017. Her disappearance and 
murder devastated the community and 
the entire State of North Dakota. 

Tragically, Savanna was found dead 8 
days after she was reported missing. 
Thankfully, her baby was found alive, 
despite being cut from Savanna’s 
womb. Savanna’s story brought to 
light the fact that the data regarding 
missing and murdered indigenous peo-
ple, particularly women and girls, is 
scattered across various government 
databases, if it even exists at all. 

Savanna’s heartbreaking story, un-
fortunately, is not unique. A woman 
named Olivia Lone Bear disappeared 
from the Fort Berthold Reservation 
just a month later, in October of 2017. 
She was found in a submerged truck in 
Lake Sakakawea in July of 2018. 

These are just two recent examples 
from my State. There are hundreds 
more across the Nation. 

Savanna’s Act will begin to help ad-
dress this crisis of missing and mur-
dered indigenous people. The bill will 
establish guidelines and best practices 
for law enforcement agencies across 
the country. It will also improve co-
ordination amongst those agencies. Fi-
nally, it will enhance reporting, record-
keeping, and communication for law 
enforcement and families of victims. 

This legislation is needed because 
Native American and Alaska Native 
women face a murder rate 10 times 
higher than the national average. 
Shockingly, 84 percent of women in 
these communities experience some 
form of violence in their lifetime. 

The rural nature of most Native 
American communities, increased lev-
els of poverty and addiction, and other 
circumstances pose unique challenges. 
Because of outdated databases and lack 
of coordination between law enforce-
ment agencies, there is no reliable way 
of knowing how many indigenous 
women actually do go missing each 
year. 

Savanna’s Act addresses this dis-
turbing increase in missing and mur-
dered Native American women by cre-
ating new guidelines for investigation 
of these cases and by incentivizing the 
implementation of these new guide-
lines. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in 
supporting S. 227, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Ms. SCANLON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5 
minutes to the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Mrs. TORRES). 

Mrs. TORRES of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I stand here today in honor of 
Savanna LaFontaine-Greywind and the 
Native American women missing and 
murdered with no justice in sight. 

Savanna was just 22, a member of the 
Spirit Lake Tribe. She was 8 months 
pregnant and expecting her baby any 
day when she was murdered in August 
of 2017. A neighbor in her apartment 
building lured her next door and at-
tacked her. When her body was found, 
the coroner could not determine if the 
cause of death was the loss of blood 
from the vicious wounds on her body or 
strangulation from the rope around her 
neck. 

Instead of getting to hold her brand- 
new baby in her arms and imagining a 
bright future for herself and her little 
one, Savanna’s future was cut short. 

Savanna’s death shines a light on a 
horrific reality in this country where 
Native American women face a murder 
rate 10 times higher than the national 
average. 

The statistics should shock everyone 
listening to this debate. Eighty-four 
percent of Native women experience 
some form of violence in their life-
time—84 percent. Think of your 50 clos-
est friends and family members, and 
now imagine 42 out of those 50 experi-
encing some type of violence. 

We cannot stand silent. We stand to-
gether, heartbroken, disgusting, and 
horrified, but we cannot stand back 
and do nothing. 

I introduced the House version of Sa-
vanna’s Act to address the disturbing 
rates of missing and murdered Native 
American women, and I was very hon-
ored to have the opportunity to work 
with my good friend, Ms. HAALAND, 
across the aisle with Mr. NEWHOUSE, 
and with Senator MURKOWSKI and Sen-
ator CORTEZ MASTO on the Senate 
version. We came together as Demo-
crats and Republicans. We met many, 
many, many times to ensure that this 
was a bill that all of our colleagues 
could stand for and support and right a 
wrong for Native American women. 

To date, there is no reliable way of 
knowing how many Native women go 
missing each year because the data-
bases that hold statistics of these cases 
are outdated. A lack of coordination 
between law enforcement agencies only 
adds to the confusion, and, as a result, 
murderers get away with killing Native 
American women. 

This bill will finally ensure the De-
partment of Justice, State and local 
law enforcement agencies, and our 
communities can work together to ad-
dress this violence. 

Because of this bill, the Department 
of Justice will develop regionally ap-
propriate guidelines for response to 
cases of missing and murdered Native 
Americans, and the DOJ will provide 
training and technical assistance to 
Tribes and law enforcement agencies 
for implementation of the developed 
guidelines. 

In addition, this bill will authorize 
grants to ensure that all members of 
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our community are effectively working 
together to stop the kidnapping and 
murdering of Native women. 

Native women have endured horrific 
rates of assault, rape, and murder for 
far too long, and I hope this bill brings 
some closure to Savanna’s family and 
the countless family members in Na-
tive communities who live with the 
pain of a lost loved one every day. 

Let me be clear: It is their unwaver-
ing advocacy that made this day a re-
ality, and an untold number of lives 
will be saved as a result. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 10 minutes to the gentleman from 
Washington (Mr. NEWHOUSE). 

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, this is 
a monumental day. I am proud to rise 
alongside my colleagues on both sides 
of the aisle to speak out in support of 
our legislation, which aims to address 
a crisis afflicting our Nation: that of 
missing and murdered indigenous 
women. 

I hail from the State of Washington, 
and I am very familiar with how Native 
American Tribes are deeply integrated 
into the culture of the Pacific North-
west, as well as our whole country. 

I was raised just across the river 
from the Yakama Nation reservation 
in central Washington, but I have got 
to say, I, like many others, was not 
aware of the disproportionate murder 
rate indigenous women suffer, 10 times 
the national average. 

At the end of 2018, this crisis and the 
need for a solution was brought to me 
by the Tribal communities that I rep-
resent, and I was made aware of just 
how devastating the shortfalls of our 
justice system are for Native American 
and Alaska Native women and girls. 

While the statistics we have are abso-
lutely staggering—and you have heard 
them—the fact of the matter is we 
don’t even know the full extent of the 
crisis. 

In my home State of Washington, Na-
tive Americans make up about 2 per-
cent of the State’s population, but a re-
cent report by the Washington State 
Patrol shows that indigenous women 
account for 7 percent of the State’s re-
ported missing women. The families of 
dozens of women still await answers as 
cases of missing or murdered indige-
nous women remain open or turn cold. 

Yet this crisis has gone on for dec-
ades, with little to no action by the 
Federal Government. Complicated law 
enforcement jurisdictions have caused 
many problems throughout these in-
vestigations, and far too many Tribal 
law enforcement agencies lack the re-
sources or access to critical databases 
to help solve these cases, which is why, 
when Savanna’s Act failed to receive a 
vote on the House floor in the 115th 
Congress, I was determined to bring 
forward solutions in order to get this 
bill signed into law. 

I was very proud to work with Rep-
resentatives TORRES and HAALAND and 
others, in collaboration with Tribes, 
the Department of Justice, and many 
others, to improve upon that legisla-

tion. The product is a broadly bipar-
tisan bill that has passed unanimously 
in both the House Judiciary Committee 
as well as the United States Senate. 

We worked to create legislation that 
will bring focus to this crisis and im-
prove the coordination between Fed-
eral, State, local, and Tribal law en-
forcement agencies. 

This legislation aims to provide a 
sense of hope to the loved ones of these 
women by developing guidelines and 
best practices for Tribes and law en-
forcement agencies across the country, 
by enhancing reporting and record-
keeping of crimes against indigenous 
women, and by improving communica-
tion between law enforcement and the 
families of these victims. 

This bill and this effort to bring 
awareness to the missing and murdered 
Native women across the country will 
go a long way to finally delivering jus-
tice to our communities. 

Tribes across the country, including 
those that I represent, have thrown 
their support behind this legislation. In 
fact, last year, I walked alongside the 
then-chairman of the Yakama Tribe, as 
well as Councilwoman Lottie Sam, 
through the Halls of Congress, visiting 
Chairman GRIJALVA, Subcommittee 
Chairman GALLEGO, as well as Sub-
committee Chairwoman BASS. These 
Yakama Nation officials traveled 
across the country, Mr. Speaker, more 
than 2,500 miles, to advocate for the 
passage of Savanna’s Act and other leg-
islation to address this crisis. 

The bill is named, as you have heard 
the story, in honor of Savanna LaFon-
taine-Greywind, who was a 22-year-old 
member of the Spirit Lake Tribe, preg-
nant with her first child, who was mur-
dered in August of 2017. 

Since the introduction of Savanna’s 
Act in the House, the remains of a 
Yakama Nation woman, Rosenda 
Strong, were found on the reservation. 
Her horrific murder, today, remains 
unsolved. 

Thankfully, justice was served upon 
Savanna’s murderers. We owe the same 
justice to Rosenda and all of the miss-
ing and murdered indigenous women 
across this country. 

The passage of this bill today will 
demonstrate a long-awaited and nec-
essary change. As I mentioned, this cri-
sis has been going on for decades. Poli-
ticians on both sides of the aisle have 
promised action and failed to deliver. 
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I have been asked: What is different 

now? Why do you think progress can be 
made? 

And I can honestly tell you, the main 
difference I have seen is that our Na-
tive communities are leading the 
charge. They have had enough, and 
they no longer will suffer in silence. 

Throughout central Washington and 
across the country, the families of 
loved ones of thousands of missing or 
murdered indigenous women are await-
ing justice. 

It is because of their voices and their 
strong advocacy that I am here today, 

urging my colleagues throughout this 
legislative body to support passage of 
Savanna’s Act. And, finally, Mr. 
Speaker, we can send this legislation 
to President Trump’s desk to be signed 
into law. 

Ms. SCANLON. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Mrs. TORRES, 
Mr. NEWHOUSE, and my colleagues in 
the Senate, Senator CRAMER and Sen-
ator HOEVEN. This is not the first time 
in my short time in Congress that I 
have been on the floor talking about 
this bill, and I think it is also impor-
tant to remember people who came be-
fore us. Senator Heitkamp was a cham-
pion of this in the last Congress. And 
through this process we have gotten a 
more targeted and workable solution. 

This bill allows U.S. Attorneys in In-
dian Country more autonomy and au-
thority that is important to law en-
forcement, and that is particularly im-
portant in missing cases. And I think it 
is also important to recognize that 
these don’t always happen in rural 
areas or actually on the reservation. 

Savanna Greywind, while a member 
of the Spirit Lake Tribe, was in Fargo, 
North Dakota, the largest city in my 
State when this incident occurred. 

So this is a good bill, it has been a 
long time coming, and I really appre-
ciate everybody’s hard work. With 
that, I recommend we pass it, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

Ms. SCANLON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, Savanna’s Act is an im-
portant measure to ensure the safety of 
Native American women and men in 
communities across the United States, 
for all of the reasons discussed here 
today. 

We are so grateful to Representative 
TORRES, Representative NEWHOUSE, 
Representative ARMSTRONG, and Rep-
resentative HAALAND, for moving this 
legislation forward. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
join me in supporting this bipartisan 
legislation, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Pennsylvania 
(Ms. SCANLON) that the House suspend 
the rules and pass the bill, S. 227. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

EFFECTIVE ASSISTANCE OF COUN-
SEL IN THE DIGITAL ERA ACT 

Ms. SCANLON. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 5546) to regulate monitoring of 
electronic communications between an 
incarcerated person in a Bureau of 
Prisons facility and that person’s at-
torney or other legal representative, 
and for other purposes. 
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